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Hag ydt It

ity 3t 93¢ 3 93< dfgel, dfgetl, sfoet =
HoH 99 d €49 H, Ug It AEl € 3 9N
T fooe I8 9g #t ¥ 0 3 wiH Y I’ A
fa famer AHsE J5s J, 3 ufgg B3 <t 7a3
Ifdet, feg wuer fa g+ g ¥83 Is1 &S
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95 A% 33 J A 3 Wit g9 s & Ut fa
gz Wie 34 I 9% ATl Id 2B W IHer
fa nuzr »iy 3t fggr adt 3 99 »Y feg <H
fgor 31 9 © W99 < €5d 39 VT 3 &9
A9 UsT: wifamm adf BEt, 3@ IeH W33
7Y WIS gdl € 99T It 3 Ha few yfHg
Ifenr fg Hidt Wit = 393 gas Far I, 37
gel #t 38 A, ygd Hel, # AT § Q&
ug wrfamfr sJt H, fer dad A€ dd, Ud H& <t
o ot I, fa g9 <@ WG I fagd cadt 1R 3
3J, 3 f&et € 39 If 3 wat ug 399 If

for A 99 »ierg feg I & »muat Hug W
& A i3, fea Ir3 9wy < Taaret Warel,
g 38 & ae % GRet AE3T Suget »d3s
3t Gug »ias gar < Grdt 9e feug 3
&g 2gct d9igg Gn an © farge fa fies g9
QH ¥ed & RAIT ¥adl, feg Hagw Ht € gdat
Js feg=idl, feg Hug st yds Jet

dig-gHt Hies fag'?

Hf3 AISd H Ig »ars €< #t € ufez Halg
3 f&g da9 Sw famr dts © gt & gon HiFt
&8 & fenTl QT Yds Ydd HE| MUE »EdH
Y »y fs9g A1 ud mdt Q3 fer wan
&dt I Hadt fd 3HIT A 3 »HS & I 3 HY
J8 & efel H < Afsqg Ht & HY ¥ uEd
76 2 of 79 gt & faretl @t = wiegn
Ht fitdt & ‘Wae-arg’ @t fiy wifs-grhr
fegar Hl Hos Hi®, TY HY I8 &, HSI
%, Ugbuatdt, gdld I d faoA3 feg dfoe,
Jforz e 3fg I mmradt < |t ygQuardt de,
BJ megn feers & fae 9 A 3 B9 e
J¢ THy mege Al de Q3 & dig-gn farfenr
famr fa €9 wifs-9@’ &t Sfr 991 dioam
Jut Je, 98 B3, I35, Ys, I39! & SH
&dt 3, 9 97 a1 I 8379 @) Hies vl 3t
e, Guatd BEt, ud © I8 TEt G379 3 G339
feg »r e feg @30T, €6 & HIZ udse
J, T g9 gt adter I Tt ae efeer @
AWt B IHEE J JeT J, U a¢ GF & mmr
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T35 B3 Ut I 7 g It e maw it
feg €t sfem wier 31 f&g »iegn 9 I Ht 919
fgaife ft & figt & dio-arte so8< = Gen
St dfet Soe ot »ids ag fesr

Hif3-gH o7& =g grt f3mrdn

g # & I 95 I 0 Ig i o €9 A A
ufg® wAf3get <t "l 33 »mr & @9 = 94,
Suew, dfafed feg Bar3a dlassl WHF <
dies| Ud &% g gHt AHS dt J6 IS HY
Fg fo3: dar Uz W8 3t ydle ST WAz
IS U & 37| 7o iy ug »r 3 gfger 99
3t B 3 dig It Hies rGen &€ I
Ht UTH gois I93t JT &1 B | THY Saes gt
¢ Un< Af39g © war et 99 fagr Hf, ufa®
Qg »m 931 Q' § St Hies 3 Fefeet fue
T ygu I IR we e gt iy feo mea fa
UZ, IUI 3 I9 HHS 3T @ o d nidus
I BT UT| MI® §a1 & »far Hes feg #
deEs AT B8 A @G HIH T HHE Je|
gt € dig3s o geel wst @ gt ff e
7 o9 9rt G3r0 fest feg gae1 frost feg
o wst v o6 wigee |, 1A fa fefmr 31

His »ifges T3t 9f& v |
3¢ HIe 36 o A7 Im|
e Aof3 9 9n ATl
Ffed A U & afd 33301

{\:y: I 4, ¥iF 44, HET 2312}

it feg 7 o2 9 97 © Hies =Tt W H,
§a 3" »d1 It B9 Hies I T9e 3 g wa ©
yHt Ht, J9 W @ e 3 993t di3, Qaat &
UoHd Hles, ATEE Wiedd 3 Gudd & FEd
fez ATl €9 ¥l uge mee 3 Az ©
fefsom 3 e J 3 AEeT feg €9 J A

- Ht »HE 9 BH3d™g, ITT 3
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JIET T HIETE graahT Jaram™ Us AuS
IS (1 3, vua) & IHST ffg, »iE g3
UTETe 8 »H AdE ©F 7 HET © HJS Ao
1921 9 AT 3 wBE T nis Tarfamr
&g niAt T J9tg St T3it 1fsg iz et
JI&TET TT JHCAST ‘IBH Hied’ I AT 3 AT
F 2001 f&g @&t T8 3 fumitaT &g fami|
UTH © A€ 9 JId A% © ‘Sar fHAar
7= = wiforr €< Ifewr A< 8R 99 I3 fous
T HeT yJfanT| wiuE Jr9dy Hafae < aurst,
A9 ©F 3&-gE, 87 & Arfosa 3 gt oot
o yaz 3 BR I foust I nmd AR BT
nifodtez g9 feg U7 Judnit T arter usat
o aagATST BET Ifag T

Tﬁ@ﬂ"'ﬁ@’ﬁ%@ﬂ%m:%m)

feg garet dT d9 3 IIoH fiw g¢ 3 gg It
J1 fgg Hmwe T Uz Wage © A AG 3
feat T ygy et yrst 3 fifty Ug © U9a9 A |
fer ufgeg T s © J9enid &% 33 ©F A9
At 3 I35 fiw 88 It ot AI93s I AfanT
et AT | for 73 © 979 U39 A 3 fumig fRw
feat fod' 78 3 <37 A

1931 &9 & fifs, €979 © nigas fAw famrat
(1899-1957) WJrgE € JgenTd f9 I8 I35
wWE 3 € A% 88 9t 991 nis-vr Hfgder &f
Ha3d < Bt € &% Hf | A AN 3 oat Al &7
ST s T fiw 3 famrat 7t & 28t f@9 9%
J &< U »™ fap™ 3 n{a1® A3 A 48t 96 ©F
3nrdt g I37 faari

fap &t 7  fer grdlt €9 arg&m3 ©F uTH
fg=dr &a9 »el 3 QH § JEr & AT 3 BT
o gfe Ty yoox eformsu, 396 37967,
&g fordt” < ugtet Bt uiw fosT) fem Ay
FI3'9 AW TT (1888- 1958), H® U3 ©
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(28.05.1921-01.05.2001)

fd HHYY qEdd, € TAEToR 3 @R & Jfe3T
o T 79 8398 &S miuE &f &% ‘UTH’ er
IYBA A3 fonr|

1939 f@T fmrar fiiw ueH miusT SH ITHTTET
3% YIT J9 o WI UI3 wifen™ 3 BA & HEl
aaelal s I®I3 o AASS dd &% J diet|
et for &3 98 WargE ¥ 3 fomrat § ug
3% AdE &9 Aew & J¢t 3 €7 & 35 Hdte
TE MU 1941 &9 mdte iy fimsdt arem,
nify3Ag, €9 ygoat &t ugtel B2t Tue &
fon, 7% © widlg 3 fog 703 nies Ifg o uH
I3t 3 nif3AT ST Sadt <1 3 T 7 ni@dT
&I &t fedf3nTg S8 MiU® 1950 S Ioot
IIT |

fHY oAt © Hygdt 3 fmASt @=8eds
&9 Fafimr 3 ufenr feg 3ons YigEt gaHs
J6 9% 3J W3 © iy viedt vids 9 399196
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~

gt 7% f§378T gmie Hee © fema ffg Tur
ni famr 8RS wius wa &g © wdt mfag
Ufents gar fonr, @ ddht gfded 39 (1949)
3 IfeTd a9 (1955-2014) &8 Tt Farnit 3
UST v UeH & niusr 3fder faedt 88 ot
RIGISIE

fed W3 3 &% A& ygHI3 gdiigr JAe ©
Ffafsa ofefontt @9 ‘amH Hfed® © & &%
TE 7T &ar USt i3 8F AR T mifee I qTt
WA ©fsHed J<dr fAr © 995 58 o7 ug J& |
1976 @9 ARSI A9 I «J IIEr »iF 2001
g few &t u3dE d¢ J& &% UTH He MU
Ufgeg w3 Arst & 230 g o 9% gfenT|

3 8r & fis <o =7 iy ufgeg &% 7oH,
fonmg, 13, Hy@ dhardt, w3 99 Ty By <9
ITET® JT T I 3I9-39tar Hitmr|

SIg<t AEl € B9 ¥ Tdol’ 199 395 396
fHy 38K ¥ wrifeq 99 ffa Hat yHat Aqr A |
Haz fAw € <39 nieH 7 for mfog f&g Ifde
AS &% A3 ©F Horr fHfen | iy firsdt oo,
YHﬁ—EﬂTd f9 ueH & Ufgs wy yogax ot

%"E:MIT—BJEJ'}-B 31EﬂH Eﬁq‘crﬁrﬁmrrw
Al fedol a9ar 3 feg f&r HAY & Harst
3T IHTET 5B ng'd'kj&: v 39t Ay 3 feg
e Jideet § fer aH BEF 39 Ji3T1 et

A8 3 UeH © Jadd © 3n®S A, HIe
8F & I3 IHTH TE AI®, i3RI <9 &1
A% Ugtent, 1942 &g Ty fHrsst sy <9
8Az &1 famrr 3 &g IS mid3gg 1947
39 Bt IIT| U T 9299 3 I o ©
g3 29 &t g2 3 7' 3 ueH 3 gHS JIeniar
YSUd el © UgSItHST fEg/ad »3 qraenaT
Jide © AU © Mdfent 3 IH 13T

1950 © niflg €9 uer & ufews &9 &<
& Uadt Hfgad (gmie f@g 3T fesmn) <
of3x I dardt Tamim < ruredt s arst
3 BF & f&g 299 1966 3 fagTfon| fern A®
Ul gelediAet, ufenmsr & ueH & Hishi
Sy 5% Ihé'IHVHTS’@F??]OET{ < 3 1983

A® sfent Jrigge’ & Uz Tent Br & gagrer
@ Horg3 fegiAT 3 AHa® AI3T € Iy feus
T Haa® &g niforinis a9 AqS & ufgda d<t|

UTH ©7 336 396 M3 mTH3AT <9 fastenr
v iy Rfenta efefont g € J=
% G IB-I% o AHT 2 AT 37 fRw T
AEE9E (1941), .9t fRw & ydts #@tgt g9
(1946), 3 FAIHST et &t Hag JIs &t a9
g mfog & St (1951) for nigl ohr e
nifaH yruShott As | r9eud frw JIS®3t ©F uan
HOH (1936), .81, fRw & yrdts S8t a9, »=3
mr?rawz“rwaﬁzﬁa?werwww—
feee & Uer 321 9 9g Aoy ¥ H® US,
gz 57 © fof3om, Wamﬂﬁwﬁﬁeaﬁ

?j HH3E <7 7j(’)'|H2:| :$d|0(', SFeIrS I<‘:'Q' gfgrt ©

3 IH 37 %ﬂm{mwwﬁwcﬂw
T J ufgerg =A8T T o < gfent ug nus
fous-ugs T oW & 399d few 9T BR 3 feu
FET UJes &7 J137| galegthidt 3 ReHas 9T
3 g UBH T Ugs-feus ¥ &H 2001 3
gyt g% f9aT|

2: UET YI'E SHEMN Il (4: 9, 2u)
H3T-fUZT T ggenid &% 33 @7 AYU JT o7
Hfanit 83 niAg Uz gafea It A1 fimrar fiRw
T nigds AW famrdt &% fHssr 39 wifan
gz 3fenr 3 87 © 39 3 Ifdfontt 39 5
Ffog € 913 ©F HoueT, e € Us, 1936
M3 FET T TAZY, M3 Joygd St Irgt
ZdIIT g9 Fedt 8 I g It &g g&t
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HIaH AS| &7 3a9T @Kt © €a gAg &2t
7 39 ®edt o @93 3 nidl <0 J WA 3®dt
T Hd% &9 gt fa fhdt. fiw & &39 25 o
HTS 71T T SAS AI&T |

iy fHAsdt &0 5% 93 I€ d9d UTH 3§

HAY W8T | HA®S, §7 IB-H® 3 HBI'S
J, »i3 gmiT T fHme gefent 3 Aure I
89 go9A, UcaT, §IURUY, 523 IdidT Hfad
&g < famrr fegt Wo 3 €9 FETex Harst
¥ % AHT g313 J9eT, Bgf it geifest g9
AT, Y36 Ja-f&ust w3 39 mdardt 2T, 3
feg fegt TAz=HAT § MUE JH €9 F9d9 3J1d
&% I3 AA T &1 fegt Hiend & wifegr 20
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3 fea®s T gIentiont
33 & udg famrm 1990

flmigr AW ueH

T UH Md o€ o UgH &

[akS] o
[ (6T

¥ wgd feg ¥ uUgH &
niHdlar fenm@s & g9z
SfEA S8t ug fRgs mear

HAfo® a9s &g HHfas

5 vwreH A far & faggt fedha,
WIS TAT 599 Jd of SU=TEnT,
3 vy It fegt Hfentt © dteegt

fem Ir® & Umdt S
3 femaet gs-gs 9d
Aeardt 2 8 nifod AI3
o #aw f*9 mEfuz a9

& J HfchT |

& 332 © 39 3 <t fem fiu

&z uen & ufenm ¢

3: Ag g¥s¢ nife
ABEM N 6r: 9, 2u)

IoITIX AT & foAT 98 u3H
&dT e, UeH niusr fHass ©f

fagrayTent &9 Jg-feust
¢ fedlor 95 €9 & &5

faam ufen »iz gmie g

UTH ©hft feust © frgsyt
83 mordt fAdt &9a
TIART I fa 8H &t 3&H
o7 TfedT @Ftg AT 3 €A

<t A9 fEo iy wgg madt
HTHS (@93, J9-4913,

IHE f&d’ TA<U J< o I9 A
o< feardet T TRO-nigAE]
SH Aga®, BunTar, 3 fegd JI&dnug
IBH SEIHS, Ufens & 3fJ3

Ay 39t fue © aH <9
feat Afiot =7 wirg & yar
gfeer Garfenmi g9 =
Arag niftmis fegmar, darst
golediAet €9 UgH € a3
aH 3 I MHIETH o It

3gy), YAt He (3,

ooy @2 3 &% I niufentt

(1979), 7 Bt © U7 A

foft, mfgz, AT,
fewaet Fs-¥%), I I9
=t I8 AN JT T
MUE ViUt AeT © fous ©
widH &g mfee IF It Uag @ 53 o g3<r
WA J< fam & fam a7 fan 337 ueH & vurfsy
ERIRCEY

1948 9 uTH & oAT fRW 299 © SAESIGHT
THT USHIT 3 fiy fefsor JtAgg g93 © v
3 wiyE yJer ufanr 3 ferm AR 9 fisehrt
3t w3 fer & It Fs-gs & wifgins
83 79 fg3m1 B8R @ nwimiz = foo ufgw
g At 3 fon udog © Hoe caA® mTeH
Ho' THW & TA &Y g & ygH &t e85 §
fourgs € dfFm it fem sfom © ufognt
feg 7= of gafe Aot foust feg I fx 1950 ©
JItg Ay I Trfefan ff9 uer o gad3
fer Uug 3 udw dat AT fx 87 ¥ fegrat 3 337
T Tl AHST AT &1 Uel A | &% JF ueH
& & uzr S g H fa ity 3ty g9 a=t &
It 7 fodt 3w 873 fan 2% <t fi93® J A=l
AT 3 gAese o fedu fer 9% JU < I fex
3T

Ufents &g Jogt At &F dATST gahem ©f
Auwsl & B8R & 3@y T 39 i oz 3
AfgM™T g9 wifgH Fedsl AT SISt 8t
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YMJCTH JJT |

i et ‘I gft fasx’ &

A& gydy 3 2t aret,
3 g € A% <9 99 98
oy ¢ feg9 3H, Ha3
SH, 3 HfoHr 3\ =gdin fiade fazgr der
It | 2o & e & galesfAdt € ©e39
S5 86 o oH 96 © Har TH&e ©F UueH niue
niy ff9 =foe fHA® AT |

8: afg gog Arfag 38 &1 o1 1, 2u)
yeH oot feust & AoRdt ugs & ast ma
o giafer &d 3fge T 1@ BF © Haya™ <t
gc faosdie 9, feuz o 39t 7dis I, UH
STt Tl ufeeg J6, Bat & foHfes feg
&3 Fg3 yfex Afimft 3* ®2 38 78, 3 79
fazgrg & fouz &g wiust It 39T & 3wt 3
fosamuE J |

ueH ©f THY w@&ihz © Tfed ¢ & &
FUT-THT FIfentt AZ 3 Ufae®t 9 596 T 9%
feg I fa yen & A9 <o 67 © iy w3 iy
39y © wieH de 9 far fomy @ v<e adt
A1 8T Te3dt adt gfex fify T <9 fegds
TH B A 9N, I3, iy 33ty €1 ©F
A9 © HJaW A&, J9enar fegt Hfont rdfus
[TYT9T & HAI3 &% HS 96 €7 HAH HI, 3 @1/
3adtg fem Aaardt & AIfant 39 udeBe w
AUS H
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8T ©9 &3 fentt ggentiant (Z9 AT, 1936
feg »® gt ©f fenfimr gger, Jauddat 3
f38urgt FaUt gerfest 3 Jmar uBer, w3 iy
IH Tt T9UR HAfG® 83 »mye fegrg Hast
&% H'S J9eT| 39 T A3 § AT 391
% UH 9T, Ayt @9 nus fegm @@ v
2uQET, m3 fer 29 & vt Etgad AT ©
Ju &9 Tus 8F < AT < gfewme #11 €R 3
gouT 3 It 319 g Arfog St et T uTs, Ji93s
m3 fenrfimr gt foar & HT 3 If® IIfent
T O 3L T IS & AIE SF & AY =
fSuzet viar BT | 919 3fF Afgg © 3% &% G
T faoe &9 iy 3Ihdt Afint o & 337 3379
T3 Jfen A

& ni®H ©F A3 &9 UTH © IH ©F HoAe
IS A9 ©F 9 AT A9 YIS A9t fegd
A WA J% © THY selgd 99 ygiss
Jerfest @ U436 99 3T UTH AUAC 39 €3
fegt gerfest fg guomr & Hal J9e7| H6H
AT 99 36K of © »Og 3 8T 99 sax of
ToH o 3 feay f9 Hoer A iz fer Jouse
T Jd3d ©f YIGHTHN § HE® AE € I3 §
mé’rﬁsmmﬁﬂmﬁwm?%
W@z@aaﬁa’rfa—efﬂw@wmlém
&g fHeer A 3 1666 ©f Jafes & & o7
IILS HI |

£ wied T &3 v 38 g9 o@® uae
it f&9 fHeer Feardt © »iorg 3 UF 97
I miz 81 Aous iy € &3 GHie Suer I fx
g T oy ferm Aeardt €8 390 ©F 3 iy A9
ST I nASET § THS a96 © Bl 32 |
UeH feereqrs Hfont § vurf3e a9s 3 frsas
&J WIITETT Ud 5% &% oo SaHfes nieH
JT ¥ &3 A9 © H3-3T & Jet g7 9i® < &I

It feat e © Seeat § 302 © 39 3 <3t
fer fRy slgga A= © oA €8 U3y adt
Jer, yeH nmud fHoes & ot f@9° A<y
T A II A &< foddnt & ITAe-nigarst
st ufgst g dife fifw AESt Aoas, sftre,
3 feg IBMug a®H S Q3HS, Ufens € 3fa3
gy fega’ < wide™™ J3e7 |
Ifdeg 3=, uen & < df, 3 fiw gead ©
JIATT AW & THos3 J9 UsH ehf™ fazgrat &
52 U fEg gfimr I 3 g9 et 3 g & fem
fiass ®et 8t T HHg9 I geur J | fugfenr
A% 99 UeH © yAAd »&H & B8R < gorst
3 fouzt T Y3fen JArdt gah (3299 2001-
YMUJS 2002) © ferm wia 3 fAHast 9F (2020)
<t "as 79 usat § €3 I8, 3 H & e
JIHY AT © &y oF die 87 A% © nidlg 3
Ursdt & &ud feami3 Jatar |
fHg &9 yeH A 319a H3® & Ug 397
J fagfanr, 8F 99 <t 9¢ ®ed Jfde g I |
1920 ¥ T T UIHg IHEt wify3Ag 3
395 396 el cIA® drfeg I ot I8
3 g 3I®H fHEsdt nefof, &, W3
gategficht g gt aret J1 fugdh »idh met
g9 fidt g9 g fesust g viger St
Fo(jlai €°r forest Jardt &% fier I 3 W
J fa - WMHHEHEPFHGB’W
)ﬂﬁeﬂwrrawﬁgur@ﬁwrrur@‘mrrfa%fsﬂ
JI-Med T YIHIS I IdT, sER-Hiod 3
37 & Ags TF T I a3 def 99 It I3
3 Hig3 nfang & a9 7 | X 3fo-fod v
FIer I fa BT T A &g fHy g 3
e &7 HE 2% Ho'fRY 30 oadl |

AHSTT | BT uT3s iy ‘ddht” § ‘88w’ fig
36 & e fegt & fiies % ST & 83 3
"9 ¥ J|

U: BY J< AT SHEMATI or: q, 2u)

UTH & Y v iz < A= 35, He 3 U8 575
A3t 8o B fog® wieH A far & faggt
fodn, viTUET UAT ¥99 &9 of gUsTel, 3 miny
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* iz W, 9o © 76N dfdeg fAw s & AgTsa Ifgdr
FHEA 3 IHH Yt I96 e §F 1971 3 1984 3
iaroHt ugTer 3 fed U998 yaledHel (1984-1987),
IHIT GAtIfAST (1987-1999) 3 wdteIfAer e
SWEIaMT, HeT a99dT (1999-2015) &9 vgg &F ugret
St 3 Foet| 3fedacy, IBEs feandifeGe e fity
RS, foGumaa, nHatar |
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Sikhs are Different

Routinisation of ‘sewa’ primes them to help others
Dipankar Gupta*

hink of Sikhs and the mind conjures a

barrel of laughs, a chest full of medals and
a well-stocked bar. Or, to recall the old joke: Neil
Armstrong lands on the moon expecting to be the
first, only to find a Sikh taxi driver had beaten him
to it.

That was then, but what about now? This
pandemic has changed the popular image of
Sikhs, not just in India, but the world over. People
from distant Croatia and Syria acknowledged the
help Sikhs gave them
during their nightmare
moments, and neither
did US hesitate to
rename New York’s 101§
as Punjab Avenue to |
honour the contribution
of Sikhs to the city.

Nearer home, in
India, the impressive
contribution of Sikh
organisations in fighting
the ongoing pandemic
has been cited in the

True, other religions have saints, healers and
preceptors too, yet in Sikhism alone it is the laity
and not the virtuosos, it is the everyday worshipper
and not the ordained priests, who are the heroes. It
is they who uphold the fundaments of their religion,
its absolutely essential core, by serving others and
performing ‘sewa’.

It begins with the person who puts away your
shoes at the temple gates, to the person who
assiduously sweeps the temple floors, to those who
stand over hot fires in
the kitchen ‘langar’.
It is the routinisation
of these everyday acts
of service that primes
Sikhs to reach out to
others even where there
is no gurdwara in sight.
They still call that ‘kar
sewa’, or serving the
house of God, because
God is everywhere.

In Sikhism, it is not

press and in the media in
the most glowing terms. From providing oxygen,
to ambulatory service, to feeding the poor, the
Sikhs are nearly always the first to help. Even
when relations quail to pick up a Covid corpse,
Sikh volunteers willingly, and unhesitatingly, come
forward.

There has to be a special reason for this. The
answer lies in Sikh religion. Yes, of course,
Sikhism, like every religion professes universal
love, encourages altruism and promotes
compassion. But it does something more which no
other religious denomination does and that aspect
is lodged in Sikhism’s main frame. It is in Sikhism
alone that service to others is an important aspect
of devotional practice for the laity, especially for
the laity, within the temple premises.
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the sage who serves
ordinary people but it is ordinary people who
serve ordinary people. Nor is there a special
premium reserved in Sikhism for serving the guru,
the maulvi, the deacon, which is above serving
everyday people including those who are non-
Sikhs too.

If Sikh gurdwaras are spotlessly clean, langars
bountiful, and there is shelter for all, then that is
because devotees practise service as a routine
religious act and not as a deliberated heroic act.

For such ‘sewa’ to be performed, Sikhs don’t
need the ‘granthi’, the priest, or the ‘raagi’, nor
sundry virtuosos to sign up. The communion, or
the ‘sangat’, does not just pray together, but serves
together as well. Nor does this service happen on
special occasions determined by the movement of
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heavenly bodies. ‘Sewa’ is a routine daily activity
without which everyday worship by everyday
Sikhs is incomplete.

Charity is not a standalone attribute in Sikhism.
When Sikhs step out to help others they do not
do it as charity, but as service first. Charity is not
uppermost in their minds as it may be in other
religions. Service is more immediate and has to be
done at close quarters. Charity and almsgiving are
not quite the same for they can be performed at a
distance. To perform service trumps plain charity,
because when service begins at home, especially at
the home of God, can charity be far behind?

It is this unique aspect of Sikhism that makes
Sikhs stand out in times of trouble. It is not because
Sikhs are brave, for some mysterious genetic reason,
that they jump into the fray and face dangerous
wars and viruses without a thought. There are
brave people in all communities, the Marathas, the
Gorkhas, the Rajputs, and the list goes on. Sikh
bravery is not bravery first, but service first and
that is where the difference lies. A Sikh may be a
‘Rambo’ outside, but bring one such person to a
gurdwara and you will find a devotee at heart.

Even in the gurdwara, the donation that
Sikhs make before the book is not marked by
grandstanding of the kind that other charity events
are. The money is slipped, unannounced and with
no fanfare, into the collection box. Who has given
how much is not known and no receipts are issued,
no loudspeaker commends the generous giver
and that is what makes this act a commendably
egalitarian one. Rich and poor are all the same as
they approach the Holy Book under the canopy.

It is this centralisation of service as ritual that
marks Sikhism out from other religions and gives
it its remarkable and unique feature. It is this that
primarily explains why so many Sikhs, in temple
organisations and outside, are willing to risk their
lives to save distraught patients. When others have
either turned their backs, or pleaded helplessness,
trust a Sikh to fill in the breach. To modify a popular
riff: ‘A Sikh who does sewa is worth sawa lakh’!

* Dipankar Gupta taught Sociology for nearly three decades in
the School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi. Courtesy - Times of India

n Khalsa Samachar, New Delhi 1-7 July 2021

Seva in Sikhism

The term seva literally means service but in
Guru’s usage it has a much wider devotional
connotation. Because of this any interpretation
of seva in ethical terms alone does not do full
justice to it. When we speak of seva as a Sikh
way of realization we take the term to mean both
the service of mankind and devotion to God.

The Gurus have mentioned some pre-
requisites of seva, without which its performance
may not yield proper results. Seva, as has been
recommended by the Guru should be free
from any expectation of a reward.? It should
be nihkama (free from desire). A self-centred
or conceited person cannot be expected to do
seva. Service demands self-sacrifice. It can be
performed only if the heart is free from haumai
(egoism). Complete surrender to the Will of
God is another requisite of seva. It should be
voluntary or self-imposed and sincere. Service
done under compulsion cannot be of much good.

Seva, thus, as understood in gurbani is the
service of mankind without the expectation
of any reward and is one of the forms of
devotion to God. It may be the upkeep of a
gurdwara, serving water to the members of
the congregation, fanning them, service in the
common kitchen and dusting the footwears
of the congregation. Providing free food and
reading out the Scripture are some of the other
types of seva that are acceptable to Guru.

It is of special interest to note that most of the
various forms of service recommended by the
Guru are considered to be lowly by the people
of India. Clearly the Gurus had done so.

If we want to serve God we have to meditate
on Him (nam) and continually remember Him
(simran). Only a person with a heart full of
devotion and love for God can serve mankind.
Every form of service ultimately is the service of
God, for God is the sole Creator of everything.

Dr. Darshan Singh,
Journal of Sikh Studies
February, 1978
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ot § fegag & 3
ufsnt 3 fger 9 99
i3t g 33 <A gfesnr
waT oot d13n, ug o fan
ndl HAEST 13T 3t 19
T, WG TIT IIT AR
It foas »e, 3 GF
fes »ideyg »r udd|
A Afz9g W € e
feg »g 3t Jaga -
5o & 2fe, yse 3 goHe! AT feg UF di3|

SAUHIS €137t & Agg °i § O et feg
3 MA@ fUgsht gdt © 588 €3 fazr
7gd ¥f fAH & ¥&H T §99 JI9H dd IfmT
Hi, 39 © we §3fonr famr 3 gove! gove
& fooret aret 3edly yeAr feg fefimr I fa
gt § @R Ieted fem & fusfeonr famm
e J fa gore § 7 ferdt i o, 3%
Sret gHdt vHas feg Hf fa Qg 7 399 € wa
3fg »ret I, 99 G0 HS HIt fomret ot Sem
Ht g €9 g H3 fd¢ odf J madtl fem fauz
& €9 996 et wrdeyg Jt G Hu it 9t 3
ideyg feg SAY goHe IEigd feg <t »ige
2g3el 9t 3t fa 7 goHe gfimaygd miue
wg »uz 3t GAET Jug IdtsT GH § 89 &7
©<| 3 B9 J9 IHe feg & ud| Aisqa # <t
for gdat U3 Wa Wa Hftaf3 S

AS €9 A A3 ! »id 9% GJat Afbmf
& 83t 5% AHT FaT J&6 J1 AeEmt & ged
€ 3829 a8 Hidd! g w3t »if3 et 3 dist
J gdt "l feg fan feg ya™® 995 € JAsT H
o fan § »m I Aadl H fa qEt 99 wAfer
fan 399 use 3 < 393 I IAS & I, 3
et g <t odf H 99 maer fa agt fegt &
Y3 ¢ Haer J1 feg At Has © HET 9 o,
feg @0 <t 9t Ha3 © U Tun fonm T,
feg f&3et IH feg 3T I3 It 3 TAY =ur
9, fea g I T IH H A wiAge S Tg +t &
Hae ag faufenm| fern set fern afamt ug o<t
A3y fiw it fsue g5 -

fen 9f93 9 HE a1 AT

HI Af33d 71 Hige Gerarl
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ET gieal feaHs I3

39 w3 wa Hfg gar 6E31

Hod H&3T 853 33|
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Afd Afd M3 =Ias II3|

45 46 yg Us §ud3|- (@ y: mow)

H HU HIZ ! Ues Af33d T »id neE3d
@%%mﬁm@&é’r@_@%#@sﬁ
JIamt § HE TE JI8E T HIGT AHT JI
i, W@?ﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁ@wm
Frf‘@»rrfr GH © Wi wegn fod g8d §
mrfswrr?r &7 fgat 2 miet < wes9 9T W
93 i I 3 €W §O Afzge &t Fgamt 3
Quargt € mrieg fed fea & €93 § ¥aar d
g »y & G 2fguH g & U 58 YEs3
Stz F1 A AY & g 999 73 3 Qost fow
%Hgmﬁrfra@@aar@ﬁ wHt Wy &

ﬁ(ﬁﬁ%ﬁrwq&m&r&ﬁﬁa@w@
feg yorg ur 9t I 3 ydt I fa fed fes yorg
<y foor 9, fer 3g° ©AnR + <t gt &t ygrg

U Ifggm feg gt o At I, I8 3
U mfog 5330 feg J1 fegt et & us
gdie 3 dedtel A wy & J9 Jus St
feim fors € § ugsl IR AU, FO, WEe
IS wifad et gabt waAn fust @t It
I, di9 a7 G<us Ide = get I I I

feg feg 9F 3w Jue @H3 feg IusT uZat 3
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V% €S © JIHS

27 3 29 & it w% Tt 7 Hifdar 3=, 25 Aot
T 200 Y3tfeu i A, BH feg I fog 3@ ©
JIHI UTH JT, 42 HIdT @F A6d% TNt garet
Jet, 9 Hgd &Hde 13 I8, SHer © udus
FITd AIHY fRw 5978, »3 HIZ yurs Hom fAw
AT, AYZ IfInmH fiw, ATas A3 3Tt AT
AW 3 yarsdt Ageg T AW
WWH@%@”W%WW
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fEx IHT ¥ THIJ & WU HS'< WA IH §
faHt, A3y, B3 »wigd, AITE w3 AfSHS niet
H3 JI& % 33 widie ©F Jux g&r o3, 9A7

H3T 7 & ASHAS 96 & AT U H3 AT HIT
FH3 I UH U, A @9 & f3ast & wig
& I I S WS U IHET I9 2z 7, 8Fs
ST JHST TT BT IHAIST €93 I I &
AT 996 feg AofesT oist, et d

oo are
WeHt T » e, RS ST Bt SR U SF T3
& 3 I g feu Ay, B3 <93 a5t fen
g 3 IIEIt AT & faaT T -

fiar U9 £3 f3He

Uyt &7 Jd W |

He 3UTdT, A9 949,

A HIu=T &dl

ufgnt & AT &9,

SIU HE JIE |

<Jt 3t uafia &g,

e nuz feesTe |

TH »Ud S UrssT,

THt Tde 31T

et €9 T ®a<,

A3 yJgy § sia

T ¥gc Ud 7736,

TING I3 I

AJ™g < S<A
Hog © 98 fdEht § 390 3= I g9 st A
W36 J 99 I5, Buat 3 erw Ifewr I fx o9

2J off AT feat nivg It 7t ugar Ty T feg
yH uet, 99 feq wmet fere fust st € An
T IH AH 938 9 9 3986 &A1 | FET
ot a1% &R Ut yr9gsT i, ug feq &t
Y 9311 »igaus fed HosHt »ie, 78 3 Uo®

HESHUS et wuE I3 feg' 2@ f3orst gas
WS vy 8T 99 ARl I 3 g6t fex 3o
Jegt &t Ife o dv g9 maet I fen 39t
fsAfeae 895 50 S-A%T WU »iy 3 50 Ef-
A< @29t & Ife &% g€ I3 AT I |

> > Jgerel BH @H3 HIl HaT 9 93t & @a
nifeq Jd&1 Gdat © H3wg fog adt |t fa wiHt
e fere 2 Ht wds yay 3 eAt giat o gie
ol § Vo BEE ug feg 1@ fer & ug o Ash
JIT T Y& HISl uE <f g dig gt €3 feo
w2l fort 39t AfIS 3 eERer wet & 99w 3, A
g3 f3 aus =1 J1
mmm%ﬁmwﬁ@wm
Ji3T I, Idar gdler I R feg AT By I, U9
wAne fUzT #ft & §g3 39 fga 3w feg i3t I
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ng €T FoaT 9t < HU 3 widaad g9t feg I
&g 52 a&t & 3 HaId 99 i 3 iy a=mit &
fgr g § §g 99 96 B fq (9t € fdg et
3 ¥3 93 d 1537 I51 Had yaH GH g& feg
J, I3 »dat g I51 7S BT uaer He & e
T g @ & @r St & gust afed
JuEt Tidiel eAH 19T & Tt = mifgnH HG
Sn gt feg ydt @aet © T J1
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TIJIH HIST 31 Afemg a3 HIBIT
fug Rfeg wafe derfal nieaet
fug & Areet Yot 3= a3 femfal 3=
I3 ¥fs mer I Afg o fug v
S A || 99U W37 AYfE UgT3T AT
gt el fafs wuer fug adt A
JaH faarzr afs et gfama I afeng
IIHIED fug Rfeg Aafe daaiall

Hg Aq iy QufeGs wreg we
HAGT Hfewr Ag ydrfems Hig
¥R T3 9T Hfg ¥R =9 e r
<ufg faarar famrs feget watil fag
Aee fug & uhe€ weon TefEE 82
wieqifendt g3t fug wories fand
e 32 I3 ferdIl HF Har »ify
SufeGs wieg 1 AT IR

A fug AeT Ae ot AT 3 & 69 He
s well 38t fed us fomrdnr 93
ot gn 92 |1 33 B3t gn I Hienr
Ao gy ure wie we 35 =1 A fag
wifenT Hg fag A gy @ e
THI THEE & A HfenT™ agr &3
oy 3fy fog w21 7 fug AT FE
It AreT &7 &g HS & AR

fefa defo fuafa fega widt o 7@
fug =31 39 yart AT fug 8
»3fa Aer IS 1| fug »3fg IS mer
3 &8 HaHfy w3 €31 feg 35 98
&TENT IH & wiifen fafs yAad &
w3 JEd 1l o'5d AT U HS et
fug »3fa mer a3l fefa d=fo fusfa
fegsm ittt s e g I B8 IRl
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[S3JH HIST 3, MBTII-2-9]

J ut & (BT i) HHG! () ust § (mEfe=) IH errar
(m3) deg T AL, (faBfa) miegret @€l Uzt § odf At (B9)
uﬁg%maé@wfea)wﬂ@(m)éﬁ@ (ug JaHy gut
It I Ut & we ot (BH ©) Tt § Ao fanaet, uSt (BR
& (@R) Haer J o fegger I (I €9 HeT HOWIE I At I
W)W%(@B)WW% HEE goar (BH &) uge fenr
J (A 6T 6R) AY © U4 feu AN IfIR T&1 (U9) figt & wiuer ust
adt (frezn) Gg 33 feg 3aft ot gfgmg J1 ferm =t a3 <t S
TG €G! BE, ust § AL aH eniar 3 Serd gnrariial

ii

A MR (Y3 3) »u U ofi3r  (7) AAT fa mide 7 @@ J
(femd) wifenm € 1o & g 37 I (fem et feg) @9 @9 AHET Hawr
JI (9f) =9 =9 ¥HET HIET JI (U3 I3 WeH fem ©) feag ot sue
I (7) famrs 3 muat (afd<t it mer) Saft A At 91 (@9 7on
f&9) Hee 3 Huet Jfge gad U3t yuz &df Jer () miegfendt 3 33t
(ﬁﬂﬁ)wwaéﬁ(ﬁmﬁ)wﬁ?m@mﬁ(ﬁﬁa
IS AT 3¢ I5 §T AHST I fa wirt fag 3) fang I&ie () =
193 & ferd| AT R (Y8 B) » UeT Ji13T I (1) AW fa »BE
7T T JIRI

g U=t Wor (@) Aer It Hor I, & €T (@R) Hawr I o (Reza faud)
TS AT I MAE (MR) 3t feaet 9, Tn It (€3 IesT 99q)
35t ot &St 31 F, TR It w9 S5t It Set I (wigEts) wifewr ©
ﬂzraaﬁ(ertrwazﬂﬁ‘ (fer 3gt =y ufen) Gvar weet At 3 Adls
e Jer A7 J (%Ha?aﬁmﬁﬁﬁ)ﬁggmﬁ(@a)ﬂé‘gg
IS AR (3) TR I J9 (AF §) v Far Ifenr J1 (fem 39T A9
R) I Hen g T3 Fazer J () By 33 feu fo3 et quer g,
(g fem § ae) ™ I s fimrs feg wi@en (Tf) €9 uFt FeT I,
Aot Hor J, 63 & (@€) HaeT J (3) & (Reza faud) #fer Jis|

fea ut § 3% 3 It Is, gt st mHsEt fa Ut (Fen) &7 3,
(w@?ﬁmﬁeﬁwﬁ@a)wusﬁmﬁﬁwwmwﬁ(?@n
3) He feg (A7) we d9¢ dfaer J1 (@) Ut AeT &% J, (Fder J
3 GH & »u o) feg HET AY&@e, (U9) HoHdT & (BF &) €9 mrfanmT
J1 feg wdle, (A € gor fU) fagt (Howut &) yAW & Iwar Jgd
mm,mgwmgmwwm@mam'
g ferdt (@9 &) firet (U3t ughEg @) 1 Ut I (7 »ud) »ied
ust & meT ue guet 91 (o) fex ust § 9w @ S I, gt oot
AHFE f uSt (31 AET) &% JI8 IR
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gt die Hw Al Aes, o<t o o yamd 3 sud 37 Hidee w3 iz Highn, 1331 99 HoRam, o= div, ot figl-55 3 suerfenn

Aues: 3. Hideg il

[Buat 2 forit oot o5 Auea = Afonz d& Agdt adt]

Ao ot 8" IIg 391 I9E9 ATfog 89 URAAST 7S 8399

=

a1 &, 26 g5 2021 @ gret Si9 fRw Ao Aes,
< oSt @8 I9 3a1 goeg AdY A ©F S8 AeH-
A3l § AHIUZ dfentt T Ty o831 g,
AT T IR N3 ME9SS THIH FedH oF
Urtse gt Adhor andt 3 g Arfog © Hies © <u-
2 Ufognt § EIABEMT -2y IFI3T T Mg
3 =g unfée URardt aafont Saug festi fersd

yuadtt fERctfeGe nie aoe® AcsH, o<t fost &

U3 WgRsd wiid Aaadd & oi3T]

[

JITH T M8 Fdfentt AEs ¥ 3Edacd 3
HJes fiw & 78 & 6 nirfontt Ifdfontt 37, Haros
A €t »igrest g 9% 99 A6 2% AH-AN ot
et T Aoy °g T3Es oI3T w3 IHI Yo
=3It I9 TN | ddt Ao ot & ued unifee
Urardt it g 39T 9E9 HTidY ¥ HlRs ¥ QY-
T Wt § QY- FHAIT I et IHIG3T &
Hten It Bwrfamr | feast a@fgst g AT fiw,
g Il MU AT vife It sErEhrt UTéam aHes
A& | 319 ATidY &% HYU3 fEf3uTHa WHES 3 88 &U
fg39" 3 fewer Ugeden w3 Jafeust & for Umerdt
o fJAT gaft | fegst fI39T ' Ha® O it UTeam
T a%-a1% nOfed 3 © f39 & Fs figh feg ity
& T feea® Hatedr nuEt 3T qfde &9 faar At
fEat fog’ 9g3 Adt g8t 3793 ni3 feow
T fordt Aqurfent 3° fewer graenrfant © <t fiarg
I5| Aat aHt »igA™S IIg 39T 979 ATdY © Hies
¥ u-39 Ut § TIA8 T fegt amiasmt & fean
UY AS®E 3 ASMS 96 ©F 993 33 J 3T 1 &
3 HIa-T9Rd fegrr B2 Hiogw 3fg Az |

Khalsa Samachar, New Delhi 1-7 July 2021

Wwﬁﬁ@ﬁwwnﬁw%fgf‘s’wé
TSIt & Hftod It niust Urerdt = fdar ger

X UH J9& € yAAT Jafent ferel faries Ags 3
w9 fo3T1 8Jat a9 31 suEs Ht T Hiws Tt Yy
W T 29Es Jafentt BIst € Hues & UdH vl
ot »iftarat & vt © €3 yHar g 8o
8Iat niaAg wE Ut T el T nifenr fuwe
@wwmwuﬁwa@ﬁﬁrﬁﬂm
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